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Northumberland. He was Ed-
ward I's prisoner when he died,
1298. More famous was his son,
Sir James, known as the Good, and
also as the Black, Douglas. He was
a staunch friend of Robert Bruce,
and led many raids into England.
His deeds are told by Froissart and
Scott. He was killed in Aug.,
1330, in Spain, on the way to the
Holy Land.

The Douglas lands came after a
time to Sir William Douglas, made
earl of Douglas in 1358, and
through his wife also earl of Mar.
He. too, was actively concerned in
feuds and warfare. His son James
was a son-in-law of Robert II, and
is the Douglas of the ballad of
Chevy Chase and the battle of
Otterburn. He left no legitimate
sons ; his lands, with the earldom,
passed to a natural son, Sir James
Douglas, called the Grim, a great
figure on the marches of Scotland.

His son Archibald, 4th earl, was
made duke of Touraine by the
French king, and was killed at
Verneuil in 1424. William, 6th
earl, was put to death when quite
a youth in 1440, and for a time the
family power was broken, this
being the object sought by the
rulers of Scotland. Some of the
estates were seized by the crown ;
to others, and also to the earldom,
a kinsman, James, succeeded.
Then came his son, William, who,
by marrying a cousin, added
another Douglas property to his
lands. He was murdered by James
II, and with the death of his
brother in 1488 the main branch
of the family and the title of earl
of Douglas became extinct.

The family, however, flourished
in other branches. The 1st earl had
an illegitimate son, George, who
became earl of Angus. The 4th
earl obtained some of the Douglas
lands when they were forfeited in
1455. The 5th earl of Angus was
Archibald, known as Bell the Cat, a
great figure of his time, and the
6th was the husband of Margaret
Tudor, widow of James IV, and
sister of Henry VIII. From him
the title passed eventually to
William, the llth earl, who was
made marquess of Douglas, 1663.

In 1703 the 3rd marquess was
made duke of Douglas. He died
without sons in 1761, his death
leading to the famous Douglas
peerage case between the two
sons of the duke's sister and the
duke of Hamilton. The sons were
said to be impostor^, but in 1769
the survivor won his case before
the house of lords. He was made
Baron Douglas in 1790. Another
branch represented by the earl of

Lord Alfred Douglas,
British poet

Morton is descended from Sir
James Douglas of Dalkeith. The
dukes of Queensberry of the past
were descended from Sir James
Douglas of Drumlanrig, as is the
present marquess of Queensberry.
Castlemains Douglas in Lanark-
shire is the property of the earl of
Home. In the town of Douglas is
the church of S. Bride in which
many of the Douglases are buried.
See Hamilton, Duke of; Home,
Earl of; Queensberry, Marquess
and Duke of.

Douglas, LORD ALFRED BETJCE
(1870-1945). British poet. A son
of the 8th marquess of Queens-
berry, he was
born Oct. 22,
1870, and ed-
ucated at Win-
chester and
Magdalen Col-
lege, Oxford.
Exceptionally
brilliant, he
became a close
frieud of Oscar
Wilde (q.v.).
As a result of the Wilde trial in 1895,
he grew embittered and quarrel-
some ; in 1923 he was imprisoned
for a libel on Winston Churchill.
His first book of poems, The City
of the Soul, 1899, showed remark-
able promise. He imposed upon
himself a poetic form of the most
rigid discipline, i.e. the Petrarchan
sonnet; In Excelsis, 1924, was his
finest achievement as a purist.
Editor of The Academy, 1907-10,
he started in 1920 a weekly paper,
Plain English, with which The
Academy was incorporated. His
other works include Oscar Wilde
and Myself, 1914; Complete
Poems, 1928; Autobiography,
1929; Without Apology, 1938.
Lord Alfred died March 20, 1945.
Wilde's point of view can be read
in De Profundis, complete ed.
1949. Consult also Lives, P. Bray-
brooke, 1931, W. Freeman, 1948;
Oscar Wilde and the Black Doug-
las, by the llth Marquess of
Queensberry, 1949.

Douglas, SIB CHARLES (d.
1789). British sailor. Descended
from a younger son of the 6th earl
of Morton, he entered the navy and
was promoted lieutenant in 1753.
In 1759 he served in the St. Law-
rence and at Quebec, and in 1775
forced a passage through the ice-
bound St. Lawrence and relieved
Quebec, for which service he was
made a baronet in 1777. In the
Formidable he accompanied Sir
George Rodney to the W. Indies,
and the victory of the Saints
(1782) was largely due to his
advice. In 1783 he was com-

mander-in-chief in N. American
waters, being there until 1786. In
Jan., 1789, he was again appointed,
but in Feb. he died suddenly.
Douglas introduced many im-
provements in naval gunnery.
Douglas, CLIFFORD HUGH
(1879-1952). A British engineer
and economist. Born Jan. 20,
1879, and educated at Pembroke
College, Cambridge, lie became
chief engineer to the British West-
inghouse company in India and
helped to build the Buenos Aires
and Pacific rly. in S. America.
After the First Great War lie went
to Canada. There Major Douglas,
in books about his system of
Social Credit (q.v.), secured a re-
putation as an economist, and was
called as a witness by the Mac-
millan committee in 1930. He saw
the cause of social and economic
ills in the failure of industry to dis-
tribute in wages enough money to
buy back production. In 1935 as
chief reconstruction adviser to the
government of Alberta, he drew up
a scheme by which each citizen
was to receive a basic monthly
dividend of 25 dollars in non-nego-
tiable certificates. Proposals by
the provincial govt. to adopt the
social credit programme were
vetoed by the federal govt.
Douglas died Sept. 29, 1952.
Douglas, GAWIN OR GAVIN (c.
1474-1522). Scottish poet and
bishop. Son of the 5th earl of
Angus, educated at St. Andrews,
he became bishop of Dunkeld in
1515, and in 1520, on the fall of his
nephew, the 6th earl, he fled to
England and . died suddenly in
London of the plague. He was
buried in the church of the Savoy.
Douglas wrote two allegorical
poems, The Palice of Honour,
and King Hart. His translation of
Virgil's Aeneid into Scottish verse
was the earliest into any British
dialect.
Douglas, GEORGE. Pen-name
of George Douglas Brown (q.v.).
Douglas, JAMES "(1867-1940).
British journalist. He was born in
Belfast, Feb. 9, 1867, and after a
long journalistic career was ap-
pointed editor of the Star. In
1920, on the formation of the
Sunday Express, he became its
editor, a position he retained until
1931. In weekly articles, which he
continued after he had left the
editorship, he constituted himself
an emotional guardian of contem-
porary morality, particularly in
the arts. His publications included
The Man in the Pulpit, 1905;
Down Shoe Lane, 1930; The
Bunch Book, 1932. He died Sept,
25, 1940.